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OSIS Work Group Priority of 4 Pillars submittals as follows by GMVUAC:
May 17, 2016

@Top priority should be given to educating the public.
(It worked for recycling, and it should for OSS, also.)

2. No carrot and stick approach to funding Health Department OSS
program on the backs of homeowners and businesses. (No fees
for existing systems)

3. Funding sources such as new construction building permit fees,
Federal and State grants would be another preferred option.

(There are fewer then 200 new building/septic permits per year in
the unincorporated areas of King County.)

4. New OSS designs should focus on systems for long-term use and
ease of inspection. (Does the County receive copies of septic
pumping invoices to maintain a record of maintenance and
compliance?)

5. Responding to complaints and enforcement are necessary, but
focusing on the above should improve OSS leaks and failure rates,
and improve long term use of septic systems.

@ Priority should be given to marine recovery areas as this currently
affects shellfish and other marine life. (This is where grants may
be most useful.)

7.)Consult with Rural Area Councils as their areas are 100% septic,
and very concerned about pollution and water quality. They can
assist through education materials and future OSS program work
groups.
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Septic Tank System? o / /E .
Know Where Your Septic Tank and L . o~

Drainfield Are Located - _
Do you know where your septic tank system -

is located? You should, because when you heed-

to have your tank pumped or want to-work on’

- Your house or yard, you'll need to know where

| & the system is. You must know: where your:

| drainfield is if you want to- protect it from,
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¥* tank system lay-out

~ "of your septic-tank system. These steps are not

LT I Ty atnes b m et T
Ve FEOE Ghe FEGVE 21T e gbout SETELL il

. 1, e ot 1 slT E e gy 1o
v.9-&%6wﬁhﬂ.ﬂv@m@mﬁm\wmGmrgcw?wﬁwﬁ.,V.msn.

without any maintenance 0OF Care.
Unfortunately, these are the exception. Most
septic tank systems require proper care if they

are to work well for a long time. :
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Proper care'iciudes: :
- Knowing, where your septic tank and

- Not adding additivg to your septic tank.

- Maintaining your pusnp, if you have one.

- Practicing water conservation.

- Diverting runoff away from your drainfield.
~ Not constructing anything over your

drainfield. -
- Not parking or driving cars over your
drainfield. ‘
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- Inspecting your system every year.

The impertant operation and maintenance
steps itemized above and detailed on: the
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{actual arrangement may vary
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The system provides initial treatment of these
wastes before they are further purified by the'
filtering action of the soil. The septic tank and
drainfield are the system’s two main
components. The septic tank is a large
underground storage tank which is usually

made of concrete. However, some tanks. are -
made of other materals such as fiberglass or .

plastic. The tank collects and holds all of the

fousehold wastes for two to three days, so that
the heavy suspended materials such as feces, -
“:! food residues and soils sink to the bottom to be
"1 decomposed by bacteria into sludge: ‘Lighter

| ‘materials such as grease and paper products

float to the top and form a scum layer, which is

trapped in the tank by baffles. The scum also

décomposes in time. After being partially
ified, the wastewater flows from the septic

tarik into the drainfield. At that point the
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wastewater is called “effluent
The drainfield is a network of perforated

_pipes buried underground in gravel trenches.
The effiuent flows through the pipes out the
“holes and into a large area of soil. The soil is.an
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Alternative Disposal Systems
Alternative or enhanced trealment systems

- are used when the soil is not adequate to treat

the effluent, or whenithere is not enough soil to
install a conventiondl system due to seasonal

water tables and/or impervious soil. In King

County, the most ¢ ymmonly used alternative

systems are ?Hocha\w Sand Filter, and Pressure

Distribution systems, . - :

These systems consist of a septic tank, pump
tank, and drainfield. The drainfield consists of
small pressure lings which distribute the
effluent from the septic tank evenly throughout
the drainfield 14 times per day. The openings
in these pressure m%m are very small and tend
to clog easily, so you should aveid the use of a
garbage disposal. | ’ .
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